Schmitt, Professor of Modern History at Chicago University. Dr.
Benes, the good European, saw farther than Britisli or even American
public opinion, which was still divided at the time. *" The European
crisis," he stated, c% can be settled only as a whole, and the question
of Czechoslovakia is only one part of it.

*' I am convinced that Democracy in Europe is not dead. I am
convinced that in this tension and strife the spiritual fight between
the totalitarian and democratic ideologies will continue for a certain
time; that the final victory -of democratic ideology is, however, a
law of social evolution. If for a certain time the democratic ideas
are eclipsed they will arise again, and Europe will be safe. But Europe
must in the future organise a new democratic system based on a
European federative conception. Otherwise Europe will progressively
decay and finally perish . . . Federal Europe is impossible with the
co-existence of dictatorships and democracies. These two conceptions,''
said Dr. Benes, hereby revising his former utterances on non-
interference in the domestic affairs of the dictatorships, * * eliminate
each other."

Already Dr. Benes could foresee the war which Mr. Chamberlain
believed he had banished "for our time."

And when the Germans had entered Prague, on the morning of
March 15, 1939, Dr. Benes sent the following telegram to President
Roosevelt, Prime Ministers Chamberlain and Daladier and Foreign
Commissar Litvinov:

* * The Czech and Slovak people are victims of a great international
crime.    The people of Czechoslovakia cannot protest to-day and,
because of the happenings of the last months, cannot defend themselves.
I, as former President of Czechoslovakia, address this solemn protest
to you.    Last September the Franco-British proposals and, a few
days afterwards, the Munich decisions were presented to me.   Both
these documents contained the promise of the guarantee of the integrity
and security of Czech territory.    Both these documents asked for
unheard-of sacrifices by my people in the interest of European peace.
These sacrifices were made by the people of Czechoslovakia.  Never-
theless one of the Great Powef s who signed the Agreement of Munich
is now dividing our territory, is occupying it with its army, and is
establishing a  ' Protectorate * under threat of force and military
violence.

* * Before the conscience of the world and before history I am obliged
to proclaim that the Czechs and Slovaks will never accept this
unbearable imposition on their sacred rights and will never cease
their struggle until right is restored to their country.   I entreat your
Government to refuse to recognise this crime and to assume the
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